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Abstract 

All countries have an intention or a political goal of having a diverse higher education system. But 

what do we actually mean with diversified higher education systems? And furthermore, how can we 

measure it? In this paper I want to elaborate on these questions, and try to describe and analyze how 

the Norwegian higher education authorities (The Ministry of Education and Research and the 

Norwegian Agency for Quality Assurance in Education (NOKUT)) use public statistical data to indicate 

the different institutional profiles of the higher education system.  

As part of Result oriented Planning - the Ministry of Education and Research annually conducts an 

individual consultative steering dialogue meeting with each public HEI. This can be seen as an 

instrument to secure a diversified HE-sector in Norway. Institutional diversity is measured by 

different performance indicators – but in addition the HEIs institutional profiles are classified. 

Through the so called “flower project”, it has been developed a tool to describe the diversity in the 

Norwegian HE-sector. 

The classification of higher education institutions – Institutional profiles, is based on the EU 

classification project - U-Map. Viewed from our perspective, the European Classification project is 

both exciting and relevant. It is important to have a project that focuses on diversity as well as 

uniqueness among the HEIs.  

Norway is in a unique position though the national database for statistics on higher education (DBH). 

Statistical information on the institutional level is reported from all the HEIs to DBH, and with some 

preparation, it provides almost all the indicators that are required in the classification system (U-

Map). (All the dimensions – and most of the indicators in the U-Map project, are covered in our 

national public statistics). This gives us possibility to develop a somewhat simplified and modified 

version of the U-Map project – based on statistical register data. The Ministry is responsible for the 

institutional profiles in our HEI system, while NOKUT in cooperation with DBH now is developing 

profiles of different academic areas (medicine, political science etc.) within the HEIs.  

In this paper I will show you some illustrations of different institutional profiles in our HEI system. An 

important issue is whether the Norwegian HE system is going in a more diversified direction – or the 

opposite. Finally, I will try to elaborate on lessons learned so far. 

 

 

 

 


